HISTORY OF SCIENCE AND RELIGION

Course Number: HPS 326 H

Institution: Victoria University in the University of Toronto

Instructor: Thaddeus Trenn

Course Description:

Science, throughout its history, has been perceived as being intertwined with religion in
various ways. Seen historically, rather than locked in a state of conflict or mutual
rejection, there are ample signs of a healthy, even symbiotic interaction between these
two powerful general forces within the human condition. During this semester we will
explore some of the major aspects of this relationship as it has evolved and developed
over the centuries, principally from the perspective of Western civilization. Alternative
ways of approach will be considered regarding multiple issues in science and religion,
issues that continue to perplex our world today. The object and goal of this course is to
provide an opportunity to experience a fair and more evenhanded hearing concerning
these issues through an examination of carefully selected literature in combination with
seminar discussions.

Seminar: Thursday, 2-4 [14:00-16:00]

Location: Vic 206

Instructor: Dr. Thaddeus Trenn: email ttrenn@eagle.ca or fax at 978 3003.

Office hours: 11:00-12:00 Thursday morning or by appointment with the instructor.
Readings:

Students are required to purchase the edited bound Reprotext volume R3302 that has
been prepared specifically for this course:

History of Science and Religion HPS 326 H

This text is available exclusively from Canadian Scholars’ Press, Inc located at 180 Bloor
St. W, Suite 1202, Tel 929 2774 or email: info@cspi.org.

Other sources including books, journals and various resources will be suggested
throughout the course depending upon student needs and interest.

Course Requirements and Evaluation:

The evaluation scheme is intended:



-to encourage regular participation and involvement throughout the discussions

-to give evidence of depth of understanding of the issues involved

-to minimize the effect of any particular item contributing to the overall final grade.
Ample evidence of critical thinking will be encouraged throughout the course. For this
reason, the Reprotext History of Science and Religion HPS 326 H [#R3302] will be
considered a basic vademecum for papers, essays and the class tests. This procedure is
intended to facilitate the overall learning experience, consistent with the goal of
achieving and manifesting depth of understanding regarding the issues involved. For
papers and essays, students are encouraged to consider drawing also upon additional
appropriate source material. Furthermore, students are encouraged to be prepared as
discussion leaders for weekly seminars and to bring other literature of possible interest
to the attention of the class.
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